
John	Smith	&	Margaret	McDonald’s	arrival	in	Australia	
	
In	1852	 John	Smith	23	&	Margaret	McDonald	21	arrived	 in	Melbourne	on	 the	 ship	 ‘Theodore’	
together	with	many	other	emigrants	from	Scotland.	John	&	Margaret	were	married	at	St	Johns	in	
Glasgow	and	left	for	Australia	just	10	days	later.	The	ship	‘Theodore’	left	Liverpool	23	Aug	1852	
and	arrived	Melbourne	8	Dec	1852.			
	
On	 arrival	 they	 lived	 at	 Canvas	 Town.	 Canvas	 Town	 was	 between	 Princess	 Bridge	 and	 South	
Melbourne	set	up	during	the	gold	rushes	to	accommodate	huge	influxes	of	new	arrivals.	

	
	
Not	 long	 after	 moving	 into	 Canvas	 Town	 a	 Mr	 Kerr	 &	 Mr	 Neill	 from	 Loddon	 employed	 them,	
together	with	a	small	group	of	men	for	20	shillings	a	week	including	rations.	I’m	not	sure	about	the	
wives…if	and	how	they	were	employed,	for	they	certainly	travelled	with	their	husbands		
	
Carpenter	 	John	Smith	23	&	wife	Margaret	Smith	21	from	Lanark	
Mason		 	 George	Graham	27	&	wife	Catherine	28	and	babe	(born	on	board)	from	Lanark		
Mason		 	 Joseph	Keiller	28	&	wife	Eleanor	27	from	Aberdeen	
Ag	Lab		 	 Donald	McCall	43	&	wife	Annie	42	and	daughter	Elizabeth	5	from	Argyle	
Ag	Lab		 	 William	Donald	27	&	wife	Elizabeth	28	and	children	James	2	&	Ann	0	from	Forfar	
	
These	 families	 from	 the	 ship	 were	 employed	 by	 Kerr	 &	 Neill	 to	 build	 a	 house	 on	 the	 property.		
Fernihurst	is	in	the	Loddon	Plains	on	Kinypanial	Creek,	about	25	k	south	east	of	Boort	
	
One	of	the	Slab	Huts	at	Fernihurst	that	they	lived	in	when	they	arrived	

	



	
	
	
	
The	new	House	at	Fernihurst	built	by	the	Scottish	Immigrants	

	
	
	
Most	 of	 the	 group	 who	 were	 employed	 by	 Kerr	 &	 Neill	 later	 moved	 onto	 the	 goldfields,	 and	
possibly	stayed	friends	-	a	Mrs	Graham	helped	deliver	one	of	Margaret	Smith’s	babes	at	Dunolly.		
	
It	seemed	that	most	had	left	the	Loddon	property	‘Fernihurst’	by	at	least	1855(See	**)	
	
John	Mitchel	Smith	(1829-1898)	&	Margaret	Boice	McDonald	(1832-1906)	m.	1852	Glasgow	
Before	1855	–	birth	&	death	of	son	James	unknown	–	possibly	Fernihurst	
1855	Tarnagulla…birth	of	eldest	daughter	Margaret	Bowie	(GGGG	mother)	
1857	to	1864	Dunolly	–	birth	of	four	more	children	
1867	Talbot	(Amherst)	with	birth	of	three	more	children	
John	&	Margaret	died	at	Talbot,	and	were	buried	at	Amherst	Cemetery	
	
George	Graham	(1831-1878)	&	Catherine	Stewart	(1824-1896)	m.	1851	Glasgow	
1853	child	David	Stewart	born	unknown	where	–	possibly	Fernihurst	
1855	–	Tarnagulla	birth	of	children	
1857	–	Dunolly	birth	of	children		
George	&	Catherine	brought	land	at	Murphy’s	Creek.	They	are	buried	at	Tarnagulla	cemetery		
	
Joseph	Keillor	(1825-1892)	&	Eleanor	Lyall	Groundwater	(1835-1911)	m.1852	Aberdeen	
1854	Loddon		–	child	Mary	Ann	was	born…possibly	Fernihurst	
1856	&	1857		–	two	children	born	in	Melbourne	
They	had	returned	to	Aberdeen	Scotland	by	1859	
	
William	Hosea	Donald	(1825-1896)	&	Elizabeth	Strang	(1828-1899)	m.	1849	Forfar	
1857	Dunolly	–	birth	of	three	children	(two	children	had	arrived	with	them)	
They	died	at	Dunolly,	buried	at	the	Old	Dunolly	cemetery	
	
Donald	McCall	(1811-1858)		&	Annie	McIntyre	(1810	–	1878)	m.	1846	Argyll	
Their	daughter	Elizabeth	was	born	1847	in	Argyle.	
A	Donald,	Anne	&	Elizabeth	McCall	died	in	Kyneton	-	Elizabeth	who	never	married	died	in	1930	
	 	



On	the	hunt	for	Kerr	&	Neill	I	came	across	John	Hunter	Kerr	(1821-1874	m.1861	in	Victoria)		
It	is	understood	that	his	wife	Frances	Grace	Murphy	contributed	to	this	memoir.		
	
Glimpses	of	Life	In	Victoria,	by	John	Hunter	Kerr	(Published	1872)	
	
Chapter	X11	‘Journey	to	Melbourne’	Pages	168	to	170	
	

	
	
	
	



	
	



	
	
	
	
LINKS:	
	
Glimpses	of	Life	In	Victoria,	by	John	Hunter	Kerr		
https://books.google.com.au/books?id=8csNAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA111&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=3#
v=onepage&q=kerr&f=false	
	
Fernihust	Heritage	Listing	
http://vhd.heritage.vic.gov.au/search/nattrust_result_detail/68774		
	
John	Hunter	Kerr:	article	&	photographs	at	Fernyhurst	1850’s	by	Elizabeth	Willis	
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:N4wEH-
4xluMJ:www3.slv.vic.gov.au/latrobejournal/issue/latrobe-76/t1-g-
t4.html+&cd=3&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au&client=safari	
	
Ship	Theodore	
Victoria,	Australia,	Assisted	and	Unassisted	Passenger	Lists,	1839–1923	
http://ancestors.com.au	
	
	
	
	 	



**	Families	
	
John	Mitchel	Smith	(1829-1898)	&	Margaret	Boice	McDonald	(1832-1906)	m.	1852	Glasgow	
Before	1855	–	birth	&	death	of	son	James	unknown	–	possibly	Fernihurst	
1855	Tarnagulla…birth	of	eldest	daughter	Margaret	Bowie	(GGGG	mother)	
1857	to	1864	Dunolly	–	birth	of	four	more	children:	Mary	McDonald	b	1857,	William	McDonald	b	
1859,	Grace	Davie	b	1862,	Charles	James	b	1864	
1867	 Talbot	 (Amherst)	 -	 birth	 of	 three	 more	 children:	 John	 Mitchell	 1867,	 Elizabeth	 Jane	
McDonald	1869,	James	Gordon	1871,	George	Graham	1874		
John	&	Margaret	died	at	Talbot,	and	were	buried	at	Amherst	Cemetery	
According	to	family	history	John	a	carpenter	&	carver	built	a	church	organ		
	
John	Mitchell	Smith	b	1829	Glasgow	
F:	James	Smith	
M:	Mary	Fife	
	
Margaret	Boice	McDonald	b	1832	Glasgow	
F:	William	McDonald	
M:	Margaret	Bowie	
	
George	Graham	(1831-1878)	&	Catherine	Stewart	(1824-1896)	m.	1851	Glasgow	
1853	child	David	Stewart	born	unknown	–	possibly	Fernihurst	
1855	–	1859	Tarnagulla	birth	of	children:	John	Stewart	b	1855,	Jane	Stephen	b	1859	
1857	–	Dunolly	birth	of	child:	Agnes	Elizabeth	McKellar	b1857	
George	&	Catherine	brought	land	at	Murphy’s	Creek.		
They	are	buried	at	Tarnagulla	cemetery		
	
George	Graham	b	1831	Glasgow	
F:	David	Graham	
M:	Jane	Stephen	
	
Catherine	Stewart	b	1824	
F:	John	Stewart	
M:	Agnes	McKellar	
	
William	Hosea	Donald	(1825-1896)	&	Elizabeth	Strang	(1828-1899)	m.	1849	Forfar	
1857	–	1868	Dunolly	–	birth	of	four	children	Isabella	Barbara	b	1857,	Jane	Ross	b	1862,	William	b	
1864,	William	b	1868	(two	children	James	b	1850	&	Ann	b	1852	had	arrived	with	them)	
They	died	at	Dunolly,	buried	at	the	Old	Dunolly	cemetery	
	
William	Hosea	Donald	b	1825	
F:	David	Donald	
M:	Barbara	Dunn	
	
Elizabeth	b	1824	
F:	William	Strang		
M:	Annie	Laird	
	
Donald	McCall	(1805	to	1811-1858)		&	Annie	McIntyre	(1806	to	1810	–	1878)	m.	1846	Argyll	
Their	daughter	Elizabeth	was	born	1847	in	Argyle.	
Donald,	Anne	&	Elizabeth	McCall	died	in	Kyneton	-	Elizabeth	died	in	1930	
	
Donald	McCall	b	1805	Argyle	
F	&	M	unknown	
	
Annie	McIntyre	b	1806	Argyle	
F:	Donald	McIntyre	
M:	Elizabeth	Fraser	
	
Joseph	Keillor	(1825-1892)	&	Eleanor	Lyall	Groundwater	(1835-1911)	m.1852	Aberdeen	
1854	Loddon		–	child	Mary	Ann	was	born…possibly	Fernihurst	
1856	&	1857		–	two	children	born	in	Melbourne:	Joseph	b	1855	&	Isabella	b	1857		
They	seemed	to	have	returned	to	Aberdeen	Scotland	by	1859	


